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Equitable vaccination 

access and uptake 
is a necessity for 

population health1 Vaccination rates in Scotland are high 
but falling.2 Every vaccination given is a 

potential illness averted or life saved1

Scotland aims to 
prevent illness and 

mortality by improving 
vaccination uptake.1

Scotland’s 5-year delivery plan 
priorities for vaccination:Variation in vaccination uptake and coverage rates across Scotland3,4

Vaccination 
inequalities are 
associated with 
many factors, 

including age, geography, 
socio-economic status 
and ethnicity.2 

Vaccination coverage
in Scotland

Goal set by 
WHO or NHS

Variation between lowest and 
highest performing health boards

Scotland uptake rate Scotland uptake rate 
(seasonal flu aged 65+)

6-in-1
(at 12m old)

COVID-19
 (all eligible)

% vaccinated

Date of preparation September 2025.

Pertussis
(in pregnancy)

Meningococcal B
(complete course by 2y old)

Measles, mumps and rubella 
(complete course by 5y old)

HPV
(school year S1)

Seasonal flu
(all eligible adults)

Respiratory Syncytial Virus
(older adults)

Uptake of all vaccinations
is lower for people living 
in the most deprived 
areas than those in the
least deprived areas.2 
The gaps are greater for 
teenage and adult vaccinations.2,3  

Meningococcal 
ACWY: 22% 
point gap.3

Shingles: 28% 
point gap.2

Make every contact 
count: Optimise public 
experience and 
engagement.

Use a system-wide 
approach: to achieve safe, 
e�ective, sustainable and 
patient-centred services 
across all settings.1

Timely and equitable 
access: Services 
meet the needs of 
all communities.

Strengthen capacity 
and capability of the 
multi-disciplinary 
vaccination workforce.
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